EDITORIAL

Hail the Historic Action of Working Class

The Indian working Class has once again
proved its mettle and responsibility on Sep2 by
forging their class unity and stood like rock in
the platform of industrial strike action throughout
the country. This strike is 17th of its type against
the Neo Liberal policies of the successive Gov-
ernments. The present Govt is in great hurry to
dismantle the entire public sector and want to
be friendly with some selected corporate giants.
The recent launch of Reliance Jio is a definite
proof for our countrymen that the Govt is car-
ing more Private telecom giants than PSU s like
BSNL.

The Sep.2 strike was wide spread in almost
all the industries right from Banking,Insurance,
Coal, Oil, BHEL, Steel, port and Dock to Tele-
com, postal, Defence, Govt employees of various
states. The Central Trade Unions are reporting
more than 10 crore workers of GOVT, PSU, Co-
operatives, Privates, unorganized and rural agri
workers participated and made the strike biggest
ever. We salute all those participated and con-
gratulate specially our telecom comrades for this
brave act of fighting anti labour - anti people poli-
cies of the existing Govt.

The Government’s last minute cheap tactics
of breaking the strike using non striking unions
was completely failed. The Group of Ministers
committee set up for $ettling the demands was
not at all met during the last 12 months and their
last minute offer of Rs 9100 as minimum wage
against the demand of Rs 18000 was not accept-
ed by the striking unions.

According to our past experiences that these
kinds of strike and sacrifices of working class

would never go in vain. They will definitely give
positive results. Even raising of EPS pension
minimum to RS 1000, Enhancing Bonus calcu-
lation from Rs 3500 to 7000 , Maternity leave
for non- governmental female labours from 12
weeks to 26 weeks all because of these strikes
only. Lakhs and Lakhs of workers got benefitted
because of these improvements, though little in
measure. This strike will also definitely will bring
some relief to lakhs of contract labourers exploit-
ed everywhere.

In Telecom the strike was good in many cir-
cles and our comrades participated in mass ral-
lies in many places. The apprehension of NITI
AYOG's recommendation of strategic partner and
privatizing PSUs made our workers to join the
mainstream strike. At present more than 40000
BSNL recruited youngsters are with us. Their
EPF is at stake and the GOVT. is transferring
their hard earned money to the share market.
Their EPS pension is very meager. We are fight-
ing for a better pension scheme for them. Our
pension problem of 60% is settled but next wage
revision and the subsequent pension revision are
some of the major issues before us. BSNL is now
in the revival mood and every one is appreciating
for the turn around.

But unless we turn the company to the direc-
tion of net profit, the task of wage negotiation will
become tough. NFTE CHQ will strive its best to
steer the course of action to the better direction
for the growth of the company as well workers.
We once again congratulate all the comrades
and leaders participated and made the strike a
historic one.
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